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A powerful, moving saga evoking the Celtic, Anglo-Saxon and Norse cultures of a thousand
years ago from the acclaimed author of The Fionavar Tapestry.“A historical fantasy of the highest
order, the work of a man who may well be the reigning master of the form.”—The Washington
Post Book WorldBern Thorkellson, punished for his father’s sins, denied his heritage and home,
commits an act of vengeance and desperation that brings him face-to-face with a past he’s been
trying to leave behind...In the Anglcyn lands of King Aeldred, the shrewd king, battling inner
demons all the while, shores up his defenses with alliances and diplomacy—and with swords
and arrows. Meanwhile his exceptional, unpredictable sons and daughters give shape to their
own desires when battle comes and darkness falls in the spirit wood...And in the valleys and
shrouded hills of the Cyngael, whose voices carry music even as they feud and raid amongst
each other, violence and love become deeply interwoven when the dragon ships come and Alun
ab Owyn, pursuing an enemy in the night, glimpses strange lights gleaming above forest
pools...Making brilliant use of motifs from saga and song and chronicle, Guy Gavriel Kay
conjures a work of subtle, intricate richness, bringing to life an unforgettable world balanced on
the knife-edge of change.

Praise for The Last Light of the Sun“An ambitious entertainment that transcends the historical
record, offering cogent observations on fathers and sons, on the power of grief, on faith,
courage, loyalty and the inevitability of change.”—The Washington Post Book World“Kay has
written a modern saga, a story of song and heroes and of the end of days.”—The Toronto
Star“[A] wonderfully imaginative historical fantasy...the pieces come together to weave a
dazzling tapestry.”—Publishers Weekly (starred review)“If you take Stephen King’s attention to
detail, Stephen Lawhead’s Byzantium, a near Shakespearean plot, and the best narration and
storytelling in a while, you have The Last Light of the Sun.”—SF Revu“The Last Light of the Sun
steadfastly confront[s] us with the significant acts of insignificant people, the ironies of history,
and both heroism and the fantastic stripped of accumulated myths and legends.”—LocusMore
Praise for the Novels of Guy Gavriel Kay“[Read] anything by Guy Gavriel Kay...His strengths are
strong characters and fantastic set pieces.”—The New Yorker“History and fantasy rarely come
together as gracefully or readably as they do in the novels of Guy Gavriel Kay.”—The
Washington Post Book World“Kay shows why he’s the heir to Tolkien’s tradition.”—Booklist“Kay
is a genius. I've read him all my life and am always inspired by his work.”—#1 New York Times
bestselling author Brandon Sanderson“A storyteller on the grandest scale.”—Time Magazine,
CanadaAbout the AuthorGuy Gavriel Kay is the international bestselling author of numerous
fantasy novels including The Fionavar Tapestry trilogy, Tigana, The Last Light of the Sun, Under
Heaven, River of Stars, and Children of Earth and Sky. He has been awarded the International



Goliardos Prize for his work in the literature of the fantastic, and won the World Fantasy Award
for Ysabel in 2008. In 2014 he was named to the Order of Canada, the country’s highest civilian
honor. His works have been translated into more than twenty-five languages.
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Ebook Library Reader, “I wish it hadn't ended.. There are two or three books I've read in a long
life of reading that were so good and immersive that I wish they'd never ended. This is one.”

Tim S., “Good Prose, Comfortable Setting, Unusual Shift. This is a familiar tale for those familiar
with real world history, very clearly inspired by our own world, but Kay uses that as an extension
of his storytelling, not as a crutch. The fantasy elements are light, leaving most characters
untouched but completely dominates the worldview of one in particular. It's a fun adventure.My
only complaint is that there is a shift in focus, with important characters fading and replaced by
new ones two-thirds or three-quarters into the story. It still ends on a strong note, but it's a bit
jarring to have spent all the time developing thoughts about a character, only to have them
shuffled out and the role they played be assigned to a character we don't meet until the final act
of the story. That said, it fits with the real-world feel of the book, so perhaps that was the intent.
Still a good read.”

kaiser100, “Great world creation. The Last Light of the Sun is a change of venue for Guy Gavriel
Kay, away from the sun-dappled world of the Mediterranean he explored in The Lions of Al-
Rassan and The Sarantine Mosaic and into Northern Europe in the Early Middle Ages. The
world Kay builds here is the greatest strength of the book. It is bleak, harsh, and violent, and the
reader is drawn into the struggle to bring civilization and a sense of order to the roughly Anglo-
Saxon and Welsh lands harassed by constant 'Jormsviking' invasions. The omnipresence of
powerful religious beliefs and the very real existence of the supernatural further flesh out Kay's
lands and peoples.However, the plot is not as strong as the worldbuilding. We are asked to
follow a large number of main characters in sometimes disorienting fashion. (A map would have
been very helpful; I had a hard time keeping straight the various locations and the long journeys
undertaken.) Among them is one character with a considerable number of pages devoted to
him who did not have a story arc interesting enough for me to really care about his fate. The
most compelling and likeable character in my eyes was a Cyngael (Welsh) cleric who could have
easily had the story build entirely around him instead of split between half a dozen viewpoints.
In addition, the bleakness of the setting at times threatened to overwhelm the narrative and
could diminish the appeal for some readers. Thankfully Kay never fell into over-indulgence in
that regard, as George R.R. Martin has often been accused of in his A Song of Ice and Fire
series.Kay sometimes stops the narrative for a few pages in order to describe the lives of
peripheral characters whom the central plot touches on only in passing. While some may find
this literary device distracting, I found it one of the strengths of the book. The life of a man or
woman is masterfully described in brief, often to the very end, and the desperation and cruelty of
their circumstances, alleviated by humanity and kindness, further imbue the reader with a sense
of the world that has been created.The Last Light of the Sun's faults subtract only marginally



from its overall appeal. Kay is one of the finest authors in the entire fantasy genre, and the 'flaws'
are only relevant in the context of his own high standards. Fans of Kay and those new to his
work are still very likely to be engrossed by this book. In particular, if you are of the same mind
as me regarding the book's strengths, its weaknesses will not be a problem.”

Diane L., “Enjoyed every page. This is the second book I've read by this author, a beautiful writer.
My only slight criticism is that there are many characters to keep straight. This was the case with
his other book as well. Still, a very enjoyable book.”

Elan Venture Corp, “Every story a masterpiece.. Each of Kay's books has me burning to finish
the story and at the same time, wishing they were a series ten books long. I actually force myself
to go to other authors between so that I'll have more time before I'm out of his work. There is
great writing and good stories, but there are a handful of writers that transcend the work and Kay
is among the best of the best.”

Ebook Library Reader smart reader.drc., “Another Viking saga but WOW!. Ok, you've read a
million Viking sagas, one more?! However, this book is so well written, you will not mind familiar
themes. Yes there's revenge, blood feuds, princes, princesses - uh fairies ( believe me it works
some how). I just like how this author turns a phrase. Sailing to Sarantium to my mind is still his
best novel, but you will enjoy the characters, the pacing of the novel, a neat ending, without it
being too trite. Probably won't be reading any more Viking tales, perhaps in this genre he's only
bested by Bernard Cromwell.”

Minnepeg, “Good read. The plot line was a bit difficult to follow at first but came together nicely.
A very thoughtful reflective story.”

Mike Smith, “Very unique take on a fantasy novel. I really liked this story. The ever so hint of the
historical version of England and the Viking raids was masterful. Intertwined with an Irishness to
the Cyngael and the Irish lore of the fairies. The story line and character development was
excellent.  This the first work I've read by Guy, and I look forward to reading others!”

T. J. Jarratt, “A good meaty (even bloody) read!. I enjoyed this book. I have mentioned elsewhere
that I am not a true fan of Sword and Sorcery novels but having been gently led into them by Lois
McMasters Bujold I have sampled a few others. Mostly I can tell very soon that they are not for
me but this book led me on quite successfully. It seems to me to be very heavily based on what
is know of real happenings in the English and Viking worlds towards the end of the first
Millennium. It may be that having some knowledge of this period helped acclimatise me to the
tale. As I say it reads well, the characters are thoroughly well depicted and quite believable so
forming one's opinion of them and their actions makes the book richer. It all ends reasonably well
as the best stories tend to do. I am not sure if I shall dip into others of this author's works (for



reasons given at the top) but neither do i rule out the possibility if I'm looking for a good read with
nothing else to hand. Thank you for the pleasure you gave me Guy.”

p r neil, “An absorbing read. Unlike some of the reviewers, I have never read anything by this
writer before. It is a sort imagined history set amongst the Vikings, Welsh Celts and Anglo
Saxons and sets out a story that is essentially about four families who run into various troubles
(two of the families are royal and one is part of the viking raiders). It is very well writtten as you
really want to know what happens to each of the characters, despite the reviews saying they
were stock characters or other cnaracters in other books were easier to emotionally connect to.
I'm not sure I would describe it purely as fantasy (although there is some bits of magic in it), as
you may well find you enjoy it simply if you like historical ficton. I certainly enjoyed it thoroughly
enough to go out and buy another book by the same author.”

Rev. Andy, “Wonderful alternate history/fantasy novel. An alternate history retelling of the rise of
Alfred the Great and the interactions of the early English, Welsh, & Vikings - although as with his
other works the names are changed and there's a sprinkling of magic. Beautifully written with
complex, believable characters and a realistic storyline. Excellent stuff and highly
recommended!”

limner, “I needed a new copy of my favourite Guy Gavriel Kay.. This is possibly my favourite Guy
Gavriel Kay book, (So far!) I have read it at least half a dozen times and never fail to be
enthralled and moved by it. Brilliant characters, masterly and unexpected plotting with a
cinematic quality to his descriptions that get me every time.If someone is new to Guy Gavriel
Kay's work this is the one I always recommend they start with.”

KLP, “Beautifully written. Bought on impulse for my Kindle and then forgotten about, I stumbled
across it when I was looking for a book to read. I'd forgotten what the story was about. So it was
a delightful surprise to start it and discover what a cracking story it was, beautifully written and a
real page-turner. I shall look out for more of his books - and try not to forget about them the next
time.”

The book by Guy Gavriel Kay has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 441 people have provided feedback.
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